The World between Life and Death: The Anthropological Research on Funeral Custom in Chen village by 马晓东
 
学校编码：10384                              分类号      密级        








The World between Life and Death: The Anthropological 
Research on Funeral Custom in Chen village 
马晓东 
         
          指导教师姓名：蓝达居 副教授 
             专  业 名 称：人   类   学 
             论文提交日期：2012  年 6 月 
             论文答辩时间：2012  年   月 
             学位授予日期：2012  年   月    
  
答辩委员会主席：           
评    阅    人：           
 























另外，该学位论文为（                            ）课题（组）
的研究成果，获得（               ）课题（组）经费或实验室的


































（     ）1.经厦门大学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论文，
于   年  月  日解密，解密后适用上述授权。 







                             声明人（签名）： 




































































Funeral culture is always paid attention by anthropologists, ethnologists and 
folklorists and also is indispensible to ethnography. Studying the custom of funeral in 
different cultures has a long history, especially earlier anthropologists’ researches had 
already involved funeral custom and funeral rituals when they begun to do their 
fieldwork and anthropological research on tribes in Pacific islands, Africa and North 
America. 
So this thesis selects funeral culture as a main topic and did fieldwork in 
Chencheng village, Dongshan Count, Zhangzhou, Fujian Province for half a year 
from which I searched for first-hand data about local funeral customs, then displaying 
it by means of various rituals according to chronological order. In addition to the 
custom of natural death, it is also covering the custom of abnormal death that is easy 
to be neglected by anthropologists when they do their fieldwork since abnormal death 
rate is very low. Therefore, I am trying to display a complete picture of funeral 
customs. Based on this ethnography, this thesis will interpret and analyze these two 
funeral systems—natural death and abnormal death. First of all, it will compare the 
custom of natural death and the custom of abnormal death in order to find out their 
similarities and differences; secondly, it will show the function and significance of 
natural and abnormal death in local culture; finally, it will also discuss the change of 
funeral custom and hope to find out the reason why it is changing in some ways.  
In my view, innovation point of this research is to add the custom of abnormal 
death to funeral culture, with introducing and analyzing this special custom. For a 
person who happened to die in the way of abnormal death, it is sure that he brings 
danger into his community, but his family and community members do their best to 
transfer his abnormal death to a more natural way instead of repelling him. Previous 
anthropologists and folklorists tended to understand local culture from the cases of 
natural death, however, this thesis will avoiding this neglect and try to understand 
funeral culture of Southern Fujian from a holistic perspective; meanwhile, I hope that 
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第一章  绪论 
第一节 选题思路与学术创新 
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